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Mission:
Providing Pathways to 

End Youth Homelessness



Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,

I think you will all agree that 2016 was quite a year for HOPE 4 Youth. We would not have been able to accomplish all that 
we did without each and every one of you – our volunteers, donors, partners and stakeholders! 

We achieved many new milestones together, and took important steps that are needed to reach and help more young 
people experiencing homelessness in our community. These steps included:

 • Hired a new Executive Director to move HOPE 4 Youth strategically forward
 • Created and hired a Director of Programs and Properties, to oversee all of HOPE 4 Youth’s programs and 
    properties and implementing new case management methods
 • Rebranded HOPE 4 Youth to better reflect the population we serve
 • Met health & wellness needs through the opening of HOPE Clinic at the Drop-In Center
 • Raised awareness about what youth face on the streets at The Darkest Night of Your Life 4K, now an annual event
 • Built and opened HOPE Place, our new transitional housing facility in Coon Rapids 

We also worked hard creating and strengthening relationships in the community, from elected officials to civic groups, to 
committed congregations and businesses, to landlords providing housing to several of our youth, as well as other nonprofit 
organizations such as the YMCA, YouthLink, CommonBond and the Anoka County Workforce Center. 

Even with all of these milestones, we know that there is so much more that we have yet to do. We created a new Strategic 
Planning Committee to end youth homelessness in our community by 2020, and their work is gaining momentum. With all 
this in front of us, we know that we can’t do it alone and need your continued support so that together we can end youth 
homelessness in the north metro suburbs.

Lisa Jacobson, Executive Director                1



“I can honestly say that 
I would not have 

been able to make 
changes to my life 

without HOPE 4 Youth!” 
- Miranda



HOPE 4 Youth: Who We Are
HOPE 4 Youth is a 501(c)3 nonprofit headquartered in Anoka, Minnesota. 
We started out as a community effort in response to a series of news 
articles that raised awareness of young people in the area who were in
need of basic resources. The stories were published during the coldest days 
of winter and sparked an immediate reaction from the public. 

After several months of building relationships, soliciting donations and 
reconstruction of space in the Old Milk Factory Building in Anoka, the doors 
of the Drop-In Center opened in March 2013. Young people experiencing 
homelessness, between the ages of 16-23, visit the Drop-In Center to 
access resources to meet their basic needs - food from our food pantry, 
clothing from our clothing closet, a hot meal, a hot shower, and laundry 
facilities - as well as the tools - case management, housing referrals, 
education resources, on-site health care and more - they need to thrive; 
ensuring they feel safe, valued and supported while reaching their full 
potential.

When the doors of the Drop-In Center close at 7 p.m. every night, many of 
the youth found, and continue to find, themselves couch-hopping or back on 
the streets. We knew that we had to do something to begin to address this 
and in response, HOPE 4 Youth became a 24/7 operation when we opened 
the doors to HOPE Place, the first and only transitional housing program for 
youth in the north metro suburbs, in December of 2016. Twelve young 
people live at HOPE Place while they develop the skills they need to 
become independent, self-sustained and housed adults.          

4,272
Visits to the 

Drop-In Center

5,509
Times Youth Accessed 

the Food Pantry, Clothing 
Closet or Ate a Hot Meal

76
Referrals to Housing

(Permanent, Transitional, 
Shelters)

134
Referrals to

Employment and 
Education Services

20
Visits to HOPE Clinic

(Opened October 2016)

12
Youth Living at

HOPE Place

In 2016, more than 400 homeless youth 
walked through our Drop-In Center 
doors in need of resources and services:



“I have to thank HOPE 4 Youth for 
teaching me the skills I need to 

be self-sufficient, helping me
 save the money I needed to buy 

my first stethoscope, because they 
help provide me with my everyday
 items and that helped me save my

 income for it.” - Jenaa



HOPE 4 Youth: How We Help 
There’s no one-size-fits-all definition of young people experiencing homelessness. We know that the majority of homeless 
youth have a history of trauma, and often times long-term physical, emotional and mental health issues. Others have been 
radically affected by a sudden change in family circumstances and must fend for themselves. When young people arrive at 
HOPE 4 Youth’s doors, they are in need of a supportive community who understand what the struggles that they face each 

day and can guide them through rebuilding their lives. HOPE 4 Youth is that place! We focus on providing HOPE through: 
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Housing
We provide 

resources that 
link young 

people to all 
housing options 

(shelter, transitional, 
affordable, etc.). 

Outreach
We meet 

young people out 
in the community 

and provide
 them with basic 
items as well as referrals to 

resources.

Prevention
We p

artner 
with s

ervice 

providers to 
connect 
youth to 

prevention services.

Education
We offer 

educational 
opportunities to 

the youth, 
volunteers who 
support them and the entire 

community.

Housing
We provide resources
that link the youth to
all housing options
(shelter, transitional 

including HOPE Place,
affordable, etc.).

Outreach
We meet the

youth where they 
are at in the 

community and
provide them with
basic items and

referrals to resources.

Prevention
We provide prevention 
resources and partner 
with service providers 

to connect youth to
other resources and
services that address

and prevent homelessness.

Education
We provide 

educational opportunities
to the youth, the

volunteers who support 
them and the 
community.



“The support from the staff 
and mentors at HOPE 

4 Youth is like my 
favorite part. ” - Monica



HOPE 4 Youth: Drop-In Center
The doors of the Drop-In Center first opened in March of 2013 and continue to open every Monday-Friday from 2-7 p.m., 
and by appointment. In 2016, over 400 youth visited the Drop-In Center on more than 4,270 occasions. We helped meet 
the basic needs of these young people experiencing homelessness by providing them access to:

 • Food from our food pantry
 • Clothing from our clothing closet
 • Personal hygiene items
 • A hot meal
 • A private shower
 • Laundry facilities

Moving young people from homeless to self-sustaining, independent and housed adults requires more than just meeting 
basic needs, we then guided them towards a future where they are no longer homeless by helping them:

 • Secure housing (short-term shelter and long-term options) 
 • Find jobs
 • Finish their education
 • Access health and wellness services at our on-site clinic, HOPE Clinic
 • Learn Independent Living Skills
 • Obtain photo IDs, birth certificates and other documents
 • Access computers with internet, phones and mail
 • Provide Case Management Services
 • Store personal items in storage lockers
 • Access government resources and services          
                                                                   7
 

affordable, etc.). community.



The day I walked in the door the first 
time, I was so excited that this was 

where I was going to change, grow up 
and be responsible and do what I have 

to do to succeed in life. - Beau



HOPE 4 Youth: HOPE Place
When the doors of the Drop-In Center close, many youth find themselves couch-hopping or back on the streets. Most of 
these youth want to stay in the north metro suburbs as it is their home.

In 2016, more than 400 young people walked through our Drop-In Center doors. We also see at least 20 youth a quarter 
“living” in places not meant for habitation. Reports from Anoka County Coordinated Entry show that there are more than 40 
youth “singles” on the housing waiting list, 28 in need of transitional housing. This also shows that there is a dire need for 
housing options for homeless youth in our community and we knew that we had to do something about it.

After more than a year of research, planning, fundraising and construction, the doors to HOPE Place, our new transitional 
living facility, finally opened on December 5th. The first youth moved in about a week later, just in time for the holidays, and 
started their journey to becoming independent, self-sustained and housed adults.  The excitement on their faces when they 
walked into their new homes said it all - "I am home."     

Before the first youth moved in, members of the community were able to get a glimpse of the only transitional housing for 
homeless youth in the north metro area. It was a day filled with tears of happiness. Many people who attended the 
Community Open House found that these emotions were the only way that they were able to express what HOPE Place 
mean: no more sleeping on couches, in cars or on the streets. HOPE Place will allow them to break through the barriers 
that have kept them homeless.

The 12 young people, ages 18-25, live in their own studio apartment for 12-24 months while they work to become 
independent adults. Besides the apartments, there is laundry facilities, community room, snack kitchen, computer lab, 
offices and fitness room.

To make HOPE Place a reality, we kicked-off a capital campaign in June that needed to raise $800,000. Our community 
came together - civic groups, congregations, foundations, businesses and individuals - to help us exceed our goal and help 
not only the first 12 young people, but also the many more that will call HOPE Place home in the future.
                                                                  9



The day I walked in the door the first 
time, I was so excited that this was 

where I was going to change, grow up 
and be responsible and do what I have 

to do to succeed in life. - Beau

"Their finger prints never fade from 
the lives they touch." 

- A Youth Speaking About HOPE 4 
Youth Supporters



HOPE 4 Youth: How to Partner

   
  
                                         
                                                    11

affordable, etc.). resources. community.

Volunteer
Without our dedicated volunteers,
we would not be able to continue

helping the youth leave their status of 
homelessness in their past. This 

year, approximately 372 volunteers 
donated 17,755 hours of their 

time to our organization. 

Many of these volunteers spent
their time mentoring the youth at the

Drop-In Center while others worked in 
the Donations Center accepting, sorting

and stocking donated items. Several
of them were part of the Meals Team, 
making sure that the youth who visited 
the Drop-In Center had a hot meal, and
others shared their talents in a variety

of ways to support HOPE 4 Youth.

HOPE 4 Youth appreciates every 
one of our volunteers and we

 thank you for your dedication to 
our youth! 

Donate Items
We are able to meet the basic

needs of the young people who
walk through our doors because
of the items that are donated by 

members of our community. 

This year, we received more than
51,019 pounds of donated items,

including the following:

• 33,844 pounds of food & water
• 10,833 pounds of clothing

• 6,292 pounds of hygiene products

The total value of all the items
donated was $42,128 which provides

operational budget-relief to the 
HOPE 4 Youth.

We want to recognize the Donations 
Team for all their hard-work in the
Donations Center, as well as, the

generosity of all the donors of the items.

Donate Funds
Without the support of donors, 

the doors of both the Drop-In Center 
and HOPE Place could not stay 

open. In 2016, we needed to 
not only raise the operating budget 

for the Drop-In Center, but also 
capital funds for HOPE Place 

Construction. 

Donors met this challenge by giving
funds that helped us bring in an 

income total of nearly $1.2 million, 
which ensured that we would 

be able to continue meeting homeless 
youth peoples' basic needs, as well 

as provide a new housing opportunity. 

On behalf of our youth, HOPE 4 
Youth staff and Board of Directors, 
we want to thank all of our donors 

for their support this year, 
and every other year. 



HOPE 4 Youth: 2016 Financials 

   
 
 
        

12                HOPE 4 Youth’s 2016 IRS 990 and a list of donors can be viewed online at HOPE4YouthMN.org.

Businesses, 
Churches & Civic 

Organizations
22.19%

Individuals
24.55%

Special Events 
11.22%

Foundations & 
Contracts
24.44%

Earned Income and 
Investments 1.46% In-Kind Contributions 

16.13%

Sources of Revenue
Total: $1,160,083

Program 79.77%

Development
11.99%

Administration 
8.24%

Allocation of Expenses
Total: $814,210

*Total Income for 2016 includes capital 
campaign funds for HOPE Place of 

$323,654, which is 39.19% of the income.



HOPE 4 Youth: 2016 Staff and Board of Directors
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affordable, etc.). resources. community.

Staff
Lisa Jacobson

Executive Director

Joyce Finch
Development Associate

Cheri Halek
Community Engagement Manager

Sara Kemp
Director of Programs & Properties

Jane Schipper
Finance Manager

Kristin VanHeel
Marketing & Communications Director

Eddie R .
Case Manager

Board of Directors
Brian Swanson, Chairman

Vice President of Quality and Enterprise 
Excellence, NACS, Inc.

Bridget Barr
Business Analytics Specialist,

Meritain Health and Aetna Company  

Paul Ekstrom
President, The Paul Ekstrom 

Realty Team 
Keller Williams Classic Realty

Na'im Madyun
Associate Dean of Undergraduate 

and Diversity Programs, 
University of Minnesota

Sarah Nohner
Financial Controller, Graco  

Paula Rak
Senior Vice President, Wells Fargo

Jerry Streich
City of Andover Fire Chief and 

Emergency Management Director

James Stuart
Anoka County Sheriff

John Sitarz
Senior Financial Services Rep.,

Principal Financial Group

Anita Tuch
Vice President of Operations,

Medtronic Neuromodulation, PLC

Susan Van Voorhis
Assoc. Vice President & Univ. Reg.,

University of Minnesota

Katherine Wagoner
Director of Membership Engagement,
Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless

Sue Woodard
President and CEO,
Vantage Production



HOPE 4 Youth: Donors Who Gave $500 or More in 2016
4 The Kids
Abundant Life Church 
Aetna Foundation
Aetna Employees
Allina Health 
Allina Health Employees
Altrichter, John and Jolene
Amcon Construction
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Employees
Anderson Race Management
Annis, Julie
Anoka County Employees
Anoka County, Employee Club
Anoka Hennepin Credit Union
Anoka Masonic Lodge #30
Anoka Women of Today
Ardolf, Janet
AT&T Employees
Auction Masters
Bandimere, Mary Jo and Richard
Bank of the West
Barna, Guzy and Steffen, LTD.
Barrett Family Foundation
Bauer, James and Marlene
Berreau, Linda
Bertolas and Pekula, LLC
Bever, Les, Nancy and Julie
Bindert, Isaac
Bittner, Kevin and Sarah
Blade, Andrew
Blainbrook Entertainment Center
Blaine Festival
Bloedel, Amy
Blommer, Karen
Blue Cross Blue Shield Employees
Blue Plate Restaurant Company
Bomier, Michael and Claudia
Braun, Debra
Brengman, Sheryl
Boguta, Melissa
Boston Scientific Employees
Calvin Christian School
Cargill Employees
Carlson, Nancy
Castlelake, L.P.

     Catholic Community Foundation                                                  14
affordable, etc.). resources. community.

CDI Curbs
Cedar East Bethel Lions Club
Center for Diagnostic Imaging
Chain of Lakes Church
Champlin Park Baseball Association
Christ Lutheran Church
Church of St. Timothy
City of Blaine
City of Coon Rapids
Cloverleaf Courts Residence Council
CoBank
Community Pride Bank
Connexus Energy
Connexus Energy Employees
Coon Rapids Fast Pitch Assoc. Drive
Coon Rapids Super Senior Club, Inc.
Coon Rapids United Methodist Women
Coon Rapids Vets Foreign Wars Post 9625
Corcoran, Sara and Michael
Cray Cares
Crown Incorporated
Cruciani, Mark
CU Recovery LSC
Dahl, Bob and Gail
Dass, Jessica
Davich, Jim
Davis, Richard
Deal, James and Pamela
DeCamillo, Emily and Chris
DeLaCruz, Rich and Becky
Deloitte Employees
Demarais, Robert and Deborah
Dieken, Alan and Linda
Dussl, Shirley and Arthur
Dynamic Sealing Technologies, Inc.
Edina Realty Foundation
Edinburgh USA Pro-Am Foundation
Ekstrom, Paul and Janelle
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Entertainment Properties, Inc.
Environmental Resource Council
Estee Lauder/Aveda Employees
Evans, Adam and Jodi
Fairfax, Elizabeth and Paul
Federal Premium Ammunition
Fetzer, Cynthia
Financial One

First Congregational United Church Anoka
First National Bank
Flagship Food Group, LLC.
Flagship Logistics Group
Frankensigns, Inc.
Fricke, Greg
Fridley American Legion Post 303
Fridley Lions Club
Fridley United Methodist Women
Frigaard, Jaclyn
Fritch Enterprises, Inc.
Gageby, Bret
General Mills Employees
Gillis, Patricia and John
Gorham, Gary and Christina
Gotham, Julie N.
Grace Fellowship Church
Grace Lutheran Church 
Graco Employees
Graphic Finishing Services, Inc.
Gronlund, Kevin
Hafferman, Jeff
Haider, Gerald and Jeanne
Haller, Donald
Halvorson, Diane and Rodney
Ham Lake Chamber of Commerce
Ham Lake Lions
Hauser, Rock and Kari
Heartland Tires
Hedberg Homes, Inc.
Hennen, Linda and Ronald
Hillyer, Barb
Hoffman, Stephen
Holland, Brian and Ann
Iverson, David A. and L. M.
Jacobson, Lisa and John
Johnson, Katherine and Byron
Jokinen, Tracy and Brett
Jon D. Jondahl, Inc.
Juneau, Inc.
Kadlec, Jeanne and James
Keller Williams Classic Realty
Kenwall, Inc.
Kim Bennett Agency, Inc.
Kindseth, Judy and Rick
Kingdom Business, Inc.
Kirch, Ray and Becky

Knights of Columbus
Kottke, Holly and Daniel
Kowalski, Gregg and Betty Joe
Krohn, Linda and Brian
Kurth, W. Paul and Terri
Kveton, Donald
Lamprecht Living Trust
Landtitle
Larson-Miller Home Team, LLC.
Laux, Vicky and Joe
Lawson, Krystal
Lazerte, Christina
Le, Jessica and Tuan
Leba, Timothy
Lee, Dennis and Claudia
Libbey, Bill
Liberty Title, Inc.
Living Hope Evangelical Free Church
Living Word Christian Center
Lorna, Jan and Rachel Olson
Lorton Data, Inc.
Mae and Sylvester Weiss Foundation
March Family Foundation
Marketplace Home Mortgage
Marquardt, Jean
Matt Fisher Foundation
May, Donald
Mayer, Todd and Laura
Medtronic, Inc.
Medtronic, Inc. Employees
Mellem, Kim and Todd
Meritain Health
Mettler Electric, Inc.
Mickman, Chris
Microsoft Employees
Miller, Dianne
Miller, Melissa
Minneapolis Foundation
Minnesota Loons Select
Minnesota Masonic Charities
Mitchell, David and Polly
Mom's Club of Coon Rapids
Mortensen, Heather
Moselle, Colleen
Mueller, Donna
Nelson, Cynthia



HOPE 4 Youth: Donors Who Gave $500 or More in 2016
Northern Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc.
Northstar Associates, Inc.
Northwest Area Jaycees
Oak Haven Church
O'Brien, Bobbi Jo
Olsen, Roxanne and Doug
Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless
Opus Foundation
Orbital ATK, Inc.
Osmonson, Glenn and Jan
Otto Bremer Foundation
Owens, Gregory and Barbara
PAE Sales, Inc.
Panter, David and Angela
Park Dental
Pate, Malia
Pearson Employees
Pekula, Jenny
Petersen, Christopher
Petrucci, Maureen and Gary
Plum, Cindy
Pohlad Family Foundation
Power of 100
Presbyterian Homes and Services
Prichard, Jon
Priebe, Darla and Rodney
Proto Labs Foundation
Quick, Janice
R. Lee Properties, Inc.
Rak, Paula and Jeffrey
Ramsey Lions Club
RCIS
Rekieta, Robert and Celeste
Ridderbusch, Gregory and Rosa
Riesterer, Jennifer
Rivertek Medical Systems, Inc.
Rohrer, Mark
Rosen, Mark
Rudlong, Michelle and Terry
Scheid, Gregg and Susan
Schilling, Michael and Pam
Schmitz, Lois
Schneider, Jennifer
Schwartz, Janice
Scott, Robert and Linda
Senden, Brenda
Servant of Christ Lutheran Church                                                  15

affordable, etc.). resources. community.

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Shasky, Tina and Paul
Sherek, Susan
Sitarz, John
Slag, Jonathan
Smith, Pam
Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sons of Norway
SpartanNash Foundation
Spirit of Christ Lutheran Church
Spirit of Grace Church
Spitzley Enterprises, Inc.
Spring Lake Park High School
Spring Lake Park Lions
Springer, Catherine
Springer-Hewitt, Suzanne
SPS Commerce Foundation
St Joseph of the Lakes Catholic Church
Stewart, Chris
Stone, Jennifer and Bradley
Stories Foundation
Strand, Gary
Sullivan, Shawn
Sundance Family Foundation
Swanson, Brian and Lisa
Target Employees
Taylor, John and Amy
Tempel, Amanda and Mark
The Arthur Vining Davis Foundation
The Charlson Foundation
The Church of St Patrick of Cedar Creek
The Church of the Holy Cross
The Johnnie and Shirley Johnson Family Foundation
The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
The Toro Foundation
Thoe, Donna and Bob
Thoele, Timothy and Patricia
Thomas, Julie and Jeffrey
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Thrivent - North Central Associates
Thurmes, Kelly and Ed
TJX Foundation
Topp, Duane and Christine
Traczyk, Terri Ann and Janice
Truck Writers
Tullbane, Jeffrey and Molly
Ulberg, Greg

United Health Group
United Health Group Employees
United Way - Arise Grant
University of Minnesota Employees
UPS Employees
Van Voorhis, Susan and Thomas
Vernier, Deanna and Richard
Village Bank
Walsh, Joseph
Walter, Lissa and Gregory
Walters Recycling and Refuse, Inc.
Wandling, Julie and David
Waranica, Gregory and Nina
Warner, Stephanie
Washington Prime Group, LP
Weinzetl, James and Jackie
Welle, Jacqueline
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wilber, Mike and Donna
Wirz, Cynthia
Woodard, Sue
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Zustiak, Michael and Sue

We greatly appreciate each gift given to support of HOPE 4 Youth, and we have 
made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this listing. Please notify Lisa Jacobson, 
Executive Director, of any inaccuracies or omissions by contacting her at 763.323.2066
or ljacobson@hope4youthmn.org. We regret and apologize for any errors.
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