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FUNDRAISING GUIDE

Now that you've accepted the challenge to experience many of the same things as homeless young people - darkness, loneliness, cold and quiet -
while you walk/run the 4K “4” homeless youth, we are challenging you (and all participants) to raise $250 or more for HOPE Place, HOPE 4 Youth's
transitional housing program. HOPE Place is one of our long-term solutions to ending youth homelessness and we need your help to keep the
doors open and lights on so that the 12 formerly homeless young people who call HOPE Place home can learn the skills they need to walk out the
door as independent, self-sufficient adults.

Individual fundraisers have the opportunity to earn incentive prizes for reaching the following fundraising levels:
* $250 - Stainless Steel Water Bottle or Felt Tote and Tablet Sleeve or 12-Pack Cooler

* $500 - Powerbank Flash Light with Case or Large Active Duffel or Women's/Men's Zip-up Sport-wick Jacket

* $1,000 - Game Day Director's Chair or Rolling Cooler - 48 Can

* $1500 - Choose One Item from Each Level

There will also be recognition prizes and bragging rights. So get your smack-talking on and challenge others to fundraise. The recognition
categories are as follows;

» Top Fundraising Individual

* Top Overall Fundraising Team

* Top Fundraising Business

* Top Fundraising School

» Top Fundraising Government/Civic Organization

* Top Fundraising Church

Get started by registering for the 4K at HOPE4YouthMN.org/4K. Your individual fundraising page will automatically be created when you
register for the 4K and a link will be emailed to you. You will have the option to create a new team or join an existing team during the registration
process as well. You can also access your fundraising page, once you've registered, by logging into your RunSignUp account

(runsignup.com), selecting “Profile” at the top of the page and then selecting “My Fundraisers” under “Runner Links”,

Not sure how to raise $250? All you need to do is ask ten (10) people in your life to donate $25 and you will reach the $250 goal as well as
receive a stainless steel water bottle, raise more to receive one of the other incentive prizes.

How to FUNDRAISE

Who to Ask TO RAISE $250?

1. Make a personal donation of $25.

2. Ask three family members to match your personal donation of $25. This would total $75 raised.
3. Ask your best friend to support you by making a $25 donation.

4, Ask five friends to donate $10 each. This would total $50.

5. Ask your boss for a $25 donation; or better yet ask if they will match the amount that you raise.
6. Ask a coworker to donate $10.

7. Ask a neighbor to donate $10.

8. Ask your social circles to donate $10 or more. If three people donate then you'll receive $30.
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Fundraising Tools

Social Media

Facebook

« Like us on Facebook at Facebook.com/HOPE4YouthMN

- Post a Facebook status asking for support (Pre-written below). Remember to include your fundraising URL and to tag @HOPE4YouthMN. You can
also use the hashtag #darkest4k.

- Update your status when you receive donations - include a shout out to the donor.

« Share a post from Facebook.com/HOPE4YouthMN and include an ask for a donation.

Pre-written Messages:

« When the darkness of night sets in, there are youth in my community who are staying in shelters, couch-hopping or sleeping on the streets. |
have registered to experience many of the same things that these youth do by participating in The Darkest Night of Your Life 4K, Part of this
commitment also includes raising funds to help them leave their status of homelessness in their past. | can't do this without your support. Please
help me reach my fundraising goal by donating at (Insert Fundraising Link). P.S. You can also join me by registering at HOPE4YouthMN.org/4K.

« Thanks to the support of my friends and family, | have already raised $XXX to help homeless young people right here in my community have a
place to call home. Thank you to (Names) for making donations. Please help me reach my goal of $250 by making a donation at (Insert Fundraising
Link). | appreciate your support of HOPE 4 Youth and the homeless young people who they serve.

«In less than 24 hours, I will be experiencing darkness, cold and quite to bring awareness to what homeless young people face on any given night.
| still need to raise $XXX to reach my goal - please support me and homeless young people by making a donation at (Insert Fundraising Link).

Twitter

« Follow us at Twittercom/HOPE4YouthMN

« Retweet a tweet from HOPE4YouthMN - use the hashtag #darkest4k and include your fundraising URL.
« Create a 140 character message that shares why you are participating in the 4K and ask for support.

- Tweet a shout out each time you receive a donation.

Instagram and Snapchat
If you have an Instagram or Snapchat account, you can utilize them to recruit for 4K and/or ask for donations.

Email
« Tell your story. Share why you have chosen to participate in the 4K and share your fundraising goal. You can use the pre-written email below.
« Follow-up! Say thank you to donors after they make their donation. HOPE 4 Youth also sends receipts to all donors who make a donation.

Pre-written Email

Dear XXX,

When the darkness of night sets in, there are youth in my community who are staying in shelters, couch-hopping or sleeping on the streets. | have
registered to experience and raise awareness of many of the same things that these youth experience - darkness, cold and quite - by participating
in The Darkest Night of Your Life 4K. Part of this commitment also includes raising funds to help them leave their status of homelessness in their
past. | can't do this without your support - can | count on it?

Please help me reach my fundraising goal by donating at (Insert Fundraising Link). If you donate $25 then I will be closer to reaching my goal (any
amount will help). Your donation is tax-deductible and a receipt will be sent to you after the 4K, Remember that not only are you supporting me by
making a donation, but also young people who don't necessarily have a place to call home tonight like you and I do.

PS. You can also join me for the 4K by registering at HOPE4YouthMN.org.

Thank you,

Name
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WORD OF MOUTH

Remember to share that you are participating in The Darkest Night of Your Life 4K when you are talking within your network, You can recruit
teammates and ask for their support in person! We do have postcards and fliers for you to use to promote the 4K, If youd like either, please email
Kristin VanHeel, Marketing and Communications Director, at kvanheel@hopedyouthmn.org.

WORKPLACE FUNDRAISING

« Before asking coworkers for donations, consider forming a team. The 4K is a team building opportunity for businesses and others looking to make
a difference in our community together.

« Ask about matching gift policies. Some businesses match fundraising gifts and its an easy way to double donations to reach your goal.

- Set out a change jar and ask employees and/or customers to donate their change. You could even have departments compete to see who can
raise the most money.

« Ask your boss if they'll join in supporting your cause! If your business raises $XXX, they'll order lunch in for the entire office.

For more information or fundraising ideas, please email Kate Ziegler at kziegler@hopedyouthmn.org or call 763.323.2066.
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